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European Composites Industry
Association strengthens sustainability
communications with demonstrations
of Eco Calculator at JEC World 2018
The European Composites Industry Association (EuCIA) will be
offering demonstrations of its Eco Calculator online tool throughout
JEC World 2018 (6-8 March, Paris). This free resource, a key
component of EuCIA's strategy to communicate the sustainability of
composites, enables companies to calculate the environme ntal
impact associated with the production of their composite products.
During the presentations at JEC World EuCIA’s sustainability experts will
discuss the tool's objectives and main features and explain how to generate
an Eco Report which can be used to support the business case for the
selection of a composite product.
The 20 minute Eco Calculator demonstrations will take place on the EuCIA
Booth S40 in Hall 6 at the following times:
•

Tuesday 6th March at 11:30 am and 2:00 pm;

•

Wednesday 7th March at 11.30 am and 2:00 pm; and

•

Thursday 8th March at 11:30 am.

No booking is necessary.
Recognising sustainability as a driver for the future use of composite
materials, EuCIA developed the Eco Calculator as an aid to composite
companies increasingly facing customer requests for detailed information on
the environmental impact of their composite product or component. The easy
to use tool can be employed to calculate the environmental impact of
products from cradle to gate, from the raw materials up to the point of sale.
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Users do not need any in-depth knowledge of life cycle assessment (LCA)
techniques and an Eco Report detailing three fundamental environmental
indicators can be generated quickly in pdf format. The data generated can
also be used as input for further life cycle calculations.
The Eco Calculator is constantly evolving to meet industry needs. EuCIA
encourages users and industry players to contribute to the data collection
process and help guide the future development of the Eco Calculator, and
further activities in these areas will be announced at JEC World.
The Eco Calculator is available free of charge at ecocalculator.eucia.eu
To arrange a meeting with EuCIA's sustainability experts at JEC World please
email Julie.Leroy@eucia.eu

Notes to Editors
Sustainability is becoming an ever more compelling argument in the materials
selection process and it is a key driver for the use of composite materials. Composite
parts are extremely durable and have a long service life combined with low
maintenance requirements, and lightweight composites result in lower energy
consumption throughout a product's life. However, the life cycle assessments (LCAs)
frequently used to evaluate the environmental impact of a product are complex, time
consuming and expensive, often requiring specialised software and consultancy
services. The results are also dependent on the LCA system employed and the data
used, which can often be out of date. For small composites companies this approach
is not affordable, especially if they produce a diverse range of products in low
volumes. To address this issue, EuCIA designed the Eco Calculator as a low cost, fast
and easy to use tool which enables composites manufacturers to clearly communicate
the environmental impact associated with the production of their products.
The Eco Calculator incorporates a pre-defined set of materials and processes, based
on data EuCIA has collected over the past three years. Users are also able to enter
their own data to generate a more precise result for their individual products and
processes. A report in pdf format can be generated that summarises the impact of
the product under study. The materials and processes included in the tool are under
continuous review to ensure quality and consistency, and new data is regularly added
to extend and improve its scope and accuracy.
A video introduction to the Eco Calculator is available on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/GHlon_tC9WI
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About EuCIA
The European Composites Industry Association (EuCIA), headquartered in Brussels,
represents European national composite associations as well as industry-specific
sector groups at EU level. With the support of its members EuCIA is promoting a
good trading environment in an innovative and growing European composites
industry.
The mission, objectives and activities of EuCIA are structured under three key pillars:
•

We Know – Industrial education and sharing of best practices;

•

We Show – Being active at EU level and influencing decision-making;

•

We Grow – Industrial growth and membership expansion across Europe.

More than 10,000 companies and an estimated 150,000 employees are actively
involved in composites production across Europe.
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Julie Leroy, Secretary-General, EuCIA
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Tel: +32 2 706 89 06
www.eucia.eu

The Eco Calculator is an easy to use tool which enables composites manufacturers to clearly
communicate the environmental impact of their products to their customers.
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