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To: European Commission, EOTA, and Construction Industry Stakeholders

15" January 2026

Dear Sir or Madam,

Subject: Support for CE Marking via European Technical Assessments (ETA)

We, the undersigned members of the European Rebar Council, write to express our strong support for the
implementation of CE marking via European Technical Assessments (ETA) to harmonize marketing conditions
for construction products across Europe. Adopting CE marking through the ETA route is crucial to eliminate
technical barriers to trade across EU member states, ensuring that products can circulate freely in the single
European market in accordance with EU principles . This approach aligns with the aims of the Construction
Products Regulation to provide a “passport” for construction products via the CE mark, enabling their free
movement throughout all member countries .

CE marking via ETA is especially important for innovative or non-standard construction products that are not
yet covered by harmonised European standards. In the absence of a harmonized standard, the ETA procedure
provides a rigorous and unified pathway for manufacturers to demonstrate their product’s performance and
compliance. This allows new technologies — for example, composite FRP (fiber-reinforced polymer) reinforcing
bars — to gain acceptance across the EU without encountering disparate national approval requirements . As an
illustration, the European Assessment Document EAD 260023-00-0301 establishes the essential characteristics
and test methods for FRP reinforcing bars . Based on this EAD, manufacturers can obtain a European Technical
Assessment for their FRP rebar products, enabling them to affix the CE mark and market this advanced
reinforcement materials EU-wide under equal conditions. This not only encourages innovation and
competitiveness in our sector but also guarantees that such products meet consistent safety and performance
benchmarks across all member states .

In particular, the CE marking via ETA route encompasses several key elements that ensure transparency, safety,
and quality for construction products placed on the European market:

e European Technical Assessment (ETA): The ETA is a documented assessment of a product’s essential
characteristics as defined by a relevant European Assessment Document (EAD). It is issued by a
qualified Technical Assessment Body and specifies the product’s performance in relation to those
characteristics. For instance, ETA evaluations conducted under EAD 260023-00-0301 define the
mechanical, physical, and durability properties of FRP rebar, providing a common reference across
Europe . The ETA thus establishes a harmonised technical description of the product, which is
recognized in all member states.

e Declaration of Performance (DoP): Based on the ETA (or harmonised standard, where one exists), the
manufacturer draws up a DoP — a formal document declaring the product’s performance for its
essential characteristics. The DoP must accompany the product through the distribution chain to the
end customer, serving as the carrier of the manufacturer’s information and performance claims . By
issuing the DoP, the manufacturer assumes responsibility that the product conforms to the declared
performance.

e  CE Marking: With a valid ETA and DoP in place, the manufacturer affixes the CE mark to the product or
its packaging. The CE marking is the visible confirmation that the product conforms to its declared
performance and complies with EU requirements, allowing it to be placed on the market throughout
Europe .
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In essence, the CE mark serves as a universally recognized symbol of adherence to European technical
specifications and regulatory standards, instilling confidence in specifiers, contractors, and authorities
that the product meets the necessary criteria for use.

e Assessment and Verification of Constancy of Performance (AVCP) — System 1+: Products like structural
reinforcing bars fall under the highest level of quality assurance, AVCP System 1+. This level entails
rigorous independent oversight: a notified certification body conducts initial type testing, continuous
surveillance of the factory production control, and regular audit testing of samples. Such 1+ level
scrutiny provides independent verification that the product’s performance remains consistent and
fully compliant with both its technical specifications and the applicable regulatory requirements . The
involvement of a third-party certifier under AVCP 1+ ensures ongoing confidence in the product’s
quality and safety, above and beyond the manufacturer’s own quality controls.

By fulfilling these elements, CE marking via ETA creates a common technical language and trust framework
across Europe. Manufacturers need to go through one harmonized approval process instead of multiple
national approvals, which reduces costs and time-to-market for new products. Likewise, designers, builders,
and regulators across all member states can rely on the CE mark and accompanying DoP/ETA information when
selecting products, knowing that the assessment methods and criteria are harmonised. This mutual acceptance
of test methods and performance declarations significantly reduces technical barriers, as all countries share the
same understanding of what the product can do . Ultimately, this approach contributes to a more integrated
European construction market, where products that meet EU-endorsed criteria can be traded and used freely,
fostering competition and innovation while maintaining high safety standards .

In conclusion, the European Rebar Council believe this harmonised framework is essential not only for
eliminating unjustified trade barriers but also for ensuring that construction products — including novel and
high-performance materials — meet appropriate performance, quality and safety benchmarks Europe-wide. We
applaud the efforts of the European Commission and EOTA in facilitating the ETA process and developing the
necessary assessment documents, and we stand ready to assist in this endeavor to enable material innovation
in Europe. We respectfully urge all relevant authorities and stakeholders to continue embracing CE marking
through ETAs as a reliable means to streamline market access and uphold the principles of the European Single
Market . By doing so, we can together guarantee that critical construction components such as reinforcing steel
and composite rebar are assessed to common standards and can circulate without hindrance, to the benefit of
the entire construction industry and the safety of our built environment.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We remain at your disposal for any further dialogue or
support in implementing these measures.

Sincerely,

Dr Chris Skinner
VP Strategic Marketing | Chair ERC
Owens Corning

(Supporting Signatures of the European Rebar Council follows)
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